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The “Take Charge” GBA/

Peace Corps Ini a ve began 

the weekend of June 15th 

and 16th at Independence 

Stadium in Bakau.  The pro-

gram was designed to use 

basketball as the medium to 

bring young people together 

and educate them on the 

dangers of drug and alcohol 

abuse, consequences of teen-

age pregnancy, and reality of 

HIV/AIDS. Boy’s and girl’s 

teams from eight senior sec-

ondary schools - 22nd Ju-

ly Academy, Daddy Jobe SSS, 

Gambia High, Glory Bap st 

SSS, Kotu SSS, Methodist 

Academy, Muslim High, and 

St. Augus ne’s SSS - 

par cipated in the ini-

al 3 week event. 

The message is the same  
just the content  has changed 

Knowledge from tradi ons handed down by elders, folklore, 

educa onal films, billboards, songs and social media vary li le 

in their intended themes about healthy lifestyles .  Here is 

another innova ve way in which Peace Corps in conjunc on 

with other  community partners strives to   

reach Gambian youths and get them to take  

charge of their well being. 

Take Charge  

The Set Up 



The first two weekends in-

cluded skills clinics, scrim-

mage games, and educa onal 

sessions hosted by the Gam-

bia Family Planning Associa-

on and the Nova Sco a 

Gambia Associa on.  The two 

hundred student-athletes and 

staff members enjoyed break-

fast catered by Binta Jarju 

and lunch provided by Omar’s 

Peace Corps Kitchen, which 

helped get them through the 

full days. 

The final weekend consisted 

of two single-elimina on 

tournaments and free HIV/

AIDS tes ng.  Kotu Senior 

Secondary School won the 

boys tournament, Gambia 

High was the girls’ champion, 

and 100 people were sensi-

zed to and tested for HIV/

AIDS. 

Throughout the three-weekend program, other ac vi es were also held to im-

prove the infrastructure of youth sports in The Gambia.  A brand new group of 

Gambian referees were trained and are now equipped with the skills necessary to 

help basketball con nue to grow. We renovated the local courts. The program 

also  included Na onal team players ac ng as effec ve counselors to the senior  
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Justin Jewett, better known as Yankuba Ceesay, is one year into his service and currently residing 
in the Kombo area.  Besides working on a smartboard project with the Ministry of Basic and 
Secondary Education and the New Jersey Institute for Teaching and Learning, Justin, along with 
volunteers Mike Walberg and Seth Williams, is heavily involved with developing basketball in 
The Gambia.  Yankuba’s blog,  www.gambiahoops.com, draws attention to the work being done 
and promotes opportunities for development through sport.  Prior to Peace Corps Service, 
Yankuba was most recently teaching and coaching in Tucson, Arizona. 

Sports provide an ideal opportunity to capture the a en on of young people and convey messages that 

can otherwise be hard to deliver.  Following the "hide the medicine in the cookies" approach, this pro-

gram involved the targeted audience and delivered the crucial messages.  The revitaliza on of basketball 

in The Gambia has been gaining momentum in 2013 and this event coincided well with the comple on of 

The Na onal Basketball League. Recently, the Gambian Na onal Team was re-established for the first 

me in over a decade.  The event relied on members of the team effec vely ac ng as counselors and role-

models for the par cipants.  Reviving a socially conscious Gambian Basketball Team with cheerleaders 

who deliver important messages is a program that benefits the en re community.  The Take Charge Sen-

ior Secondary School Basketball Program is one step in making this vision a reality. 

The Score 

secondary school teams.  Addi onally, the 

newly formed Gambian Na onal Cheerlead-

ing Squad trained and promoted HIV/AIDS 

tes ng. 

Community partners for this event were The 

Gambia Basketball Associa on, Independ-

ence Stadium, The Gambia Family Planning 

Associa on, The Nova Sco a Gambia Associa-

on, The Na onal Aids Secretariat, The Minis-

try of Health and Social Welfare, Castle Oil, Sporthouse, McCeasers, Caramel, and Banjul Breweries.  Follow up ac vi es will 

be held in the near future and the event can be followed at http://facebook.com/gbatakecharge	
 


